Cathepsin D agglutinators in rheumatoid arthritis. I. Increased CDA titers in serum and synovial fluid of patients with seropositive RA.
The incidence and titer of cathepsin D agglutinators (CDA) were significantly higher in seropositive rheumatoid arthritis (RA) sera than in the sera of healthy blood donors or of patients with other rheumatic diseases, including seronegative RA. A significant elevation was also found in synovial fluid (SF) samples from seropositive RA patients. CDA in the SF tended to be increased when compared with the corresponding serum. The levels of CDA correlated positively with those of rheumatoid factors (RF) when the latter were determined with IgG anti-CD Ripley-coated erythrocytes, but not when they were determined by the Waaler-Rose or latex tests. The increased CDA titers do not seem to be the result of significant amounts of IgM agglutinators or of the presence of IgM-RF. These findings suggest the existence of a link between the formation of RF and CDA, but the nature of this link cannot be fully explained.